
THIS IS NOT A DRILL
On January 13, residents in Hawaii received a 
heart-pounding text from the State Emergency 
System: “Emergency Alert: BALLISTIC MISSILE 
THREAT INBOUND TO HAWAII. SEEK IMMEDIATE 
SHELTER. THIS IS NOT A DRILL.”  For 38 terrifying 
minutes, people were running for cover, texting 
goodbyes to loved ones and sprinting for shelter, 
believing that a nuclear missile was heading their 
way. But there was at least one couple on a beach 
who did not run.

As they were hurriedly folding their chairs and grabbing their cooler, the couple 
began to process why everyone was sprinting off the beach. They paused and 
looked at each other as if they had a moment of clarity. “If a missile is headed 
our way, and these are our last few minutes to be on this earth, where would 
we rather be than on one of the most beautiful beaches in the world?”  They 
dropped their cooler, put their chairs back and held hands as they gazed at the 
blue-green waters of the Pacific Ocean.

You know the rest of the story. It turns out that an employee at the emergency 
center in Hawaii pushed the wrong button.  

I’m not sure what I might have done if I were in their flip-flops. Would I have 
headed into a bathroom and pulled a mattress over my head? Would I have 
frantically sent text messages to all my friends and family? Or would I have 
leaned back in a folding chair and absorbed one more big, gigantic view of God’s 
creation? I hope I never have to find out.  

I do know this: this big, mysterious thing called life is not a drill. I may not be able 
to control all that happens around me, but I can surely deal with what goes on 
inside of me. I can soak up the people in my life that mean the world to me. I 
can join brothers and sisters at Parkway Heights and rejoice together in a good 
and gracious God who longs for us all to live abundantly. I can make a difference 
in someone else’s life today. I can slow down while so many around me are 
speeding up and running for cover. And I can make sure that— if this is my last 
day on this earth— I go out doing what I love to do.  

“Peace. Be still!”  is what Jesus shouted at the storm as His disciples were running 
in circles in the boat. Maybe we need to hear that today.

This is not a drill. Enjoy the view.

Peace!
Bruce
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Ash Wednesday
This year we will once 
again join in worship with 
Westminster Presbyterian 
Church to begin the season 
of Lent together. Westminster 
will host the combined 
Ash Wednesday Service on 
Wednesday, Feb. 14, at 6:15 p.m.

Westminster has also invited us 
to join them for a meal at 5:30 
p.m. There will be no W@P meal 
that night. Prior registration for 
the meal will be needed, and 
donations will be accepted. 

We hope you will join us for 
this service as we continue 
our special relationship with 
Westminster.

Weight Lifting
On Feb. 18, we will begin our 
Lenten worship series Weight 
Lifting. Lent is a sacred season 
of 40 days where we are 
invited to prepare for Easter. 
This season is a great time 
to name those things that 
weigh us down and hinder 
us from living fully into the 
Resurrection life. We will 
explore together how Christ 
can lessen our burdens and lift 
off our backs the things that 
steal our joy. Come to worship 
ready to let Christ lift these 
burdens so that we are ready 
to dance in the Easter light.



fyi

Scout Sunday
Parkway Heights has a long-standing 
relationship with Boy Scouts of 
America. On Sunday, Feb. 11, we will 
celebrate this partnership, which 
benefits our church, the Scouts, the 
leaders and our community.

Each year, Scout Sunday is celebrated 
on a Sunday close to Feb. 8, which 
is the anniversary of the Boy Scouts. 
The Scouts will be serving our 
congregation on Scout Sunday. Please 
thank them for their service!

HHS String Quartet to Hold Concert
Parkway Heights’ own Quinn and Elijah Sellers and 
Josiah Mansfield, along with other members of 
the Hattiesburg High School String Quartet, have 
been invited to participate in the prestigious Music 
Mountain summer music festival in Falls Village, 
Connecticut, in July. Music Mountain is the oldest 
summer chamber music festival in the country, and 
students work with international faculty such as the 
Harlem Quartet, Juilliard String Quartet and more.

The quartet will be performing a concert at Parkway Heights on Sunday, Feb. 
11, at 2 p.m. Quinn and Elijah will also perform a duet during the concert. A love 
offering will be accepted to help support the group in their fundraising efforts 
for the festival. We hope you will attend and support this talented group of 
musicians!

Quinn and Elijah both play the viola, and Josiah plays the cello. The other quartet 
members are Jonathan Frelix (violin I) and Yavaniy Garraway (violin II). 

HHS String Quartet with leader 
Jorge I. Gonzalez

Ministry Spotlight: Prayer Ministry
    I took my troubles to the Lord;
    I cried out to Him, and He
    answered my prayer.
         - Psalm 120:1

During times of challenge or times 
of praise, the Bible tells us that we 
can always reach out to God in 
prayer.

Did you know that Parkway 
Heights’ Prayer Room is open any 
time the church is open for you 

to experience the quiet, worshipful 
space for time in prayer? 

Did you also know that if you would 
like to have someone pray over you 
or with you or simply listen to you, a 
member of our Prayer Team is in the 
Prayer Room every Monday from 11 
a.m. to noon? 

Parkway Heights has been blessed
to have a Prayer Team Ministry 
since the summer of 2016. These 
team members look over submitted 
prayer requests, which are kept in 
strict confidence, and pray over each 
one every week. 

Berneice Barham, a member of the 
Prayer Team, believes there is a need 
for our church to help those facing 
hard times, and the Prayer Team 
wants to help meet this need.

“People can come and pray with us 

or just talk to get things out of 
their system,” she said. “The Prayer 
Room is a peaceful and quiet 
space with good literature to read.”

She also says that serving in this 
ministry benefits the Prayer Team 
as much as the prayer recipients. 

“It means a lot to me. It’s not 
just for those needing prayers. 
My mother taught me as a child 
that if I can help some others get 
through hard times, that’s what I 
want to do.”

To leave a prayer request for the 
Prayer Team and/or the church 
staff, you can write it in the church 
bulletin or submit it in the “church 
box” in the Atrium. 

To learn more about becoming a 
part of the Prayer Team, contact 
the Church Office at 601.544.7873.

The Prayer Room is located to the left of the 
first set of Sanctuary doors and is open any 
time the church is open.



fyi
Stephen Ministry: 
Christ Caring for
People Through People
Our first class of Stephen 
Ministers completed their 
required training in early January. 
They will continue to meet twice 
a month for continuing education 
and peer group supervision. We 
are thankful for Cindy Re, Debi 
Davenport, Diane Williams, Lex 
Mason, Don Woodall, Marty 
Woodall, Bettie Ross, Paige Kennedy, Marie Curry and Gary Hess and look 
forward to their impact on the caring ministry of our congregation. We also 
appreciate the guidance of Carolyn Karlovich and Julie Collins as leaders.

Stephen Ministers are compassionate individuals who are trained to 
come alongside us when we encounter loss, grief, relationship challenges, 
unemployment, a spiritual crisis and a variety of other things that can 
throw our lives into a tailspin. All communication with a Stephen Minister is 
confidential. If you would like a Stephen Minister to walk with you or you’re 
interested in becoming a Stephen Minister, please contact Julie Collins. 

Parkway Heights’ first class of Stephen Ministers will be 
commissioned on Feb. 4.

(not pictured: Bettie Ross and Paige Kennedy)

Wesley Club in February
Wesley Club resumes its regular 
gatherings on Thursday, Feb. 15. 
We’ll host USM’s Spirit of Southern 
men’s ensemble and enjoy great 
music! Spirit of Southern is a men’s 
a cappella ensemble that performs 
a wide variety of music from sacred 
to pop. 

Wesley Club meets on the third 
Thursday of each month from 
11:45 a.m. until 1 p.m. in Founders 
Hall. Everyone over the age of 55 is 
welcome! If you have never been 
contacted by a Wesley Club caller 
and are interested in attending, 
please call the Church Office at 
601.544.7873 to make a reservation. 
Lunch is $7/person. If you have 
any other questions about Wesley 
Club, please contact President 
Diane Dobson or staff member Julie 
Collins.

GLORY* Club Game Day
(*God’s Legions of Retired Youth)
Every Tuesday, you can hear laughter and maybe some friendly competitive words 
coming from the third floor of our building. This is the time when senior adults 
from Parkway Heights and around the community gather for GLORY Club Game 
Day. 

By 10 a.m., mahjongg players are beginning 
the morning, challenged by the old Chinese 
game. Soon, bridge players arrive, ready to play 
their favorite card game. At 1 p.m., a group 
of older adults begin playing Mexican Train 
dominoes and the card game of hand and foot. The rooms are filled with good times 
and good conversation, with frequent breaks for good food.

There is always room for others to join in the fellowship! Perhaps you have a game 
not mentioned that you would like to teach or learn. Participants find Game Day as 
a place to enjoy each other’s company and meet new or old friends. To many it is a 
high point in their week. All are welcome! Just come, and we will help you find a place 
to enjoy a game of your choice. To learn more about GLORY Club Game Day, contact 
Jeanne Phillips at 601.325.3592 or jeannephill01@gmail.com. 

You’re invited to join in the games, including 
bridge or hand and foot, played every Tuesday 

at church.

Game Day players enjoy Mexican Train
dominoes each week.



outreach

with Christ. Our teams, children’s home, schools and 
other programs provide powerful ways to share God’s 
message. 

Our church has been partnering with BMDMI for many 
years, and we invite you to take part in our yearly mission 
trip to Honduras. In fact, we can’t do it without you! 
BMDMI has a place for you to serve, give and pray.

This year’s mission trip is taking place June 9-15. There 
are no skills required. Although medical professionals are 
needed, anyone with a love for people and willingness to 
serve is a huge asset. Scholarships are available. To learn 
how you can become a team member, a supporter or 
even a full-time missionary, visit www.bmdmi.org. Will 
you consider joining us? For more information, email 
Carolyn Hood at catfishood@aol.com.

Baptist Medical Dental 
Mission International 
provides more than just 
medical, dental and 
pharmaceutical care to 
the people of Central 
America. The organization 
also meets needs by 
sharing the love of Jesus. 
In addition to medical and 
dental services, there are 
schools, adult vocational 
training programs, a clothing ministry, a children’s 
ministry and other benevolent programs.

All of the ministries meet physical needs and offer people 
the opportunity to have a growing, personal relationship 

We Need You for the Honduras Mission Trip!

Rebecca Bourne with Honduran 
children on the 2016 mission trip

Ways to Help Hope Clinic
BABY BOTTLE BOOMERANG
Parkway Heights is once more 
participating in the Baby Bottle 
Boomerang fundraiser to benefit 
Hope Clinic of Hattiesburg.

At Hope Clinic, young women come 
in every day, scared and confused, 
just looking for someone who 
cares. The staff and volunteers work 
one-on-one with these women to 

help them make informed decisions 
about their future and the future of 
their babies. Once these women are 
given a free ultrasound and see a little 
life, most—who may be abortion-
minded—choose life for their unborn 
baby. Since the clinic’s opening, 
hundreds of clients have been seen 
and countless babies saved. 

Hope Clinic offers free pregnancy 
testing, sonograms, counseling, 
education, a 24-hour helpline and 
mentoring. Hope Clinic does not 
receive any government funding and 
relies strictly on support from the 
faith-based community.

To participate in the Baby Bottle 
Boomerang, pick up an empty 

baby bottle from the church and 
fill it with loose change, bills or 
checks and return it to the church 
by Sunday, Feb. 25. For more 
information about Hope Clinic, visit 
hopeclinicms.com.

HEROES! WALK FOR HOPE
Save the date of Saturday, April 
28, for the Heroes! Walk for Hope 
to benefit Hope Clinic. If you raise 
$250 by April 20, you’ll receive a 
free T-shirt. The individual walker 
who raises the most money will 
receive four season passes to Grand 
Paradise Water Park. Prizes will also 
be awarded to the group that raises 
the most money. Register for the 
walk at hcfriends.com.

Valentine’s Day Shopping for a Good Cause
Support Parkway Heights’ missions by doing your Valentine’s Day shopping with A String and a Prayer

beading group. The ladies will be holding jewelry sales on Sunday, Feb. 4, and Sunday, Feb. 11, outside the 
Church Office. All proceeds are donated to our Outreach Ministry.



youth

The Gathering 2018
Mississippi United Methodist
Youth Event for grades 7-12

Friday, Feb. 23 - Sunday, Feb. 25

Christ United Methodist Church
Jackson, MS

$75 if you register by Jan. 31
$100 after Jan. 31

There is still time to register! 
Registration ends Feb. 14!

Register at:
http://bit.ly/TheGathering2018

YOUTH FAITH & FUN

Youth Super Bowl Party
Sunday, Feb. 4

5 p.m. until end of game
Founders Hall

l  Inflatable games
l  Big game on the big screen

l  Bring $5 and a dish to share for 
our potluck supper

l  Perfect event to invite a friend!

Treat Your Sweetheart to Valentine’s Balloons
A group of our youth are going on a mission trip to Peru this summer. To help 
fund the trip, they have planned a variety of fundraisers over the coming 
months. Be on the lookout for ways you can help!

One of the first fundraisers is a Valentine’s Day balloon bouquet sale. The 
balloon bouquets ($10 each) include a Mylar balloon that says “Happy 
Valentine’s Day,” along with three latex balloons. The bouquets will also 
include a sweet treat for your Valentine - a small bag of Hershey Kisses!

Who would love a bouquet? Sweethearts of all kinds: children, moms, dads, 
brothers, sisters, grandparents. Also, you could send a balloon bouquet to a 
resident of Wesley Manor – what a thoughtful way to make someone’s day!

The deadline to order is Tuesday, Feb. 13. Deliveries will be made on Feb. 14 
or can be picked up from church between 4-5 p.m. on Feb. 14. To order, look 
for youth and parents on Sundays and on Wednesday nights, or order online 
at http://bit.ly/Valentine-Balloons.

• Feb. 4 — Super Bowl Party

• Feb. 11 — Regular SN@P

SN@P Calendar
• Feb. 18 — Regular SN@P

• Feb. 25 — No SN@P due to The 
Gathering

Edwards Street Fellowship Center
Executive Director Ann McCullen 
shared with the youth Cultivate 
Cohort.

Our youth members tested their 
balance to see how high they could 

stack themselves during a SN@P 
game in January.



Start Planning for 
Camp Wesley Pines 

Parkway Heights will provide 
transportation to Camp Wesley 
Pines in Hazlehurst for these 
summer camp sessions: 
• June 18-20 for children 

entering 1st-3rd grades
• July 9-13 for children 

entering 4th-6th grades

Register at wesleypines.
com at least two weeks prior 
to camp. Scholarships are 
available. To learn more, contact 
Lesley Ellison at lesleyellison@
parkwayheights.org. 

children

W@P for Kids
During Wednesdays at Parkway this spring, Children’s 
Choir meets from 5:45 to 6:15 p.m. with “Miss” Lara 
and “Miss” Anita. Choir is followed by Caretakers of 
Creation, where our children are exploring the many 
ways we can care for God’s good creation through 
story, art and service projects. Service projects will 
benefit Southern Pines Animal Shelter, Fieldhouse for 
the Homeless and Edwards Street Fellowship Center. 

Fourth grade girls through adults may participate in 
Creative HeARTS, which will take place Feb. 7 through 
March 7. In this class, girls will enjoy creative projects that 
benefit others in the community and world. Projects will 
include various arts such as coloring, beading, pottery 
and sewing.

Please note that there will be NO children’s activities or family meal on 
Wednesday, Feb. 14, since it is Ash Wednesday.

Valentine’s Day Fun 

On Sunday, Feb. 4, our Preschool 
Sunday School classes will make 
valentines for our older adult 
Sunday School classes. Be sure your 
preschoolers come back on Sunday, 
Feb. 11, to help deliver the valentines 
during the Sunday School hour. 

Sunday School Update
On Sunday, Feb. 18, our children in 
kindergarten through fourth grade 
will begin a new Sunday School series 
based on The Jesus Storybook Bible by 
Sally Lloyd-Jones.

Every story whispers His name.

SAVE THE DATE:
Vacation Bible School will be 

held Monday, June 4-
Thursday, June, 7.

Sunday School Teachers 
to Face Off! 
On Sunday, Feb. 11, during the 
Sunday School hour, our children and 
Sunday School teachers will celebrate 
the completion of the What’s in the 
Bible? curriculum with a party and a 
friendly New Testament “Jeopardy” 
game among teachers! Our favorite 
emcee, Kenny Christensen, will be 
the game show host. Kids, be sure 
to come and cheer on your Sunday 
School teacher to win the grand prize! 
It’s going to be fun!

Uprising Schedule 

Uprising will meet on Sunday, Feb. 11, and Sunday, 
Feb. 18, on the second floor in the Loft. 

Volunteers are still needed to help with this group 
of fifth and sixth graders. Please contact Lesley 
Ellison at lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org if you are 
interested in serving as a leader or assistant



ph happenings

At our Variety Show on Jan. 10, the staff’s 
“Waiting Room” skit was a big hit! if you missed 
it, you can view it on our Facebook page.

Our Men’s Ministry enjoyed a day of fellowship, 
BBQ and skeet shooting at the Bevon farm on 
Sunday, Jan. 21.

The United Methodist Women’s study on the 
United Methodist Church’s missionary confer-
ences, led by Bruce Case, was well attended.

new members

Parkway Heights 
extends a warm 

welcome to 
Lauren and 

Ryan Robertson 
who officially 

joined our 
church family 

as members in 
November.

Please also help 
us welcome 
Ed, Patti and 
Reagan Smith, 
who became 
new members 
on Sunday, Jan. 
14.

Prayer Concerns 

Janet Baucum, Parish Brown, Ryan Daniels, Lorene 
Deen, Audrey Lockey, Landa Ryan and Emily Shepard

Sympathy To... 
- Bettie Fore, on the death of her husband, Max 
- Keith and Wes Arrington and family, on the death of  
  their mother, Beth Arrington 
- Cecille Everitt, on the death of her brother, Everitt     
  Watts 
- Janet Slay, on the death of her brother, Roy           
  Bondurant

Our Newest Blessing

On Sunday, Jan. 
21, Mary and 
David Godbold 
presented 
Connor Patrick 
Godbold for 
baptism. We are 
excited to watch 
Connor grow and 
help nurture his 
faith in Christ.



PHUMC Finances 
 
December 2017 
Income                     $220,010 
Expenses                              $163,882 
Net                                           $56,128 
 
YTD Actual 
Income                  $1,555,003 
Expenses                           $1,553,505 
Net                                             $1,498 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income           $1,601,000 
Actual Income                  $1,555,003 
Budget Deficit                       $45,997

Our mission: “To connect, equip and send people for Christ”

Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

Download our App

Find us on Instagram

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Bruce Case, Lead Pastor 

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Associate Pastor

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Wes Ingram, Youth & Family 

Lesley Ellison, Children & Family 

Wes Arrington, Outreach & Facilities

Sunday Gatherings
Worship: 8:30 & 11 a.m.

Fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

The Open Door Community
2180 Oak Grove Road
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911


